There is a long tradition in England of interest in games of chance and in gambling on sports such as horse-racing, boxing, cock-fighting and Whippet-racing. Geoffrey Gorer has drawn attention to the British pride in being better sportsmen and better 'sports' than most foreigners. He sees this rustic attitude to sportsmanship and sporting events as a basic ingredient in British gambling.
To the extent that the turnover on gambling on horse-racing, dog-racing and football pools still accounts for the major part of Britain's gambling bill, Gorer's view is tenable. However, the nation now boasts some 16,000 betting shops, 2,000 bingo clubs, 1,000 gaming clubs and thousands of gaming and amusement machines to cater for its gambling appetites.
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